
 

 
Wh o a re  you , w h e re  a re  you ? 

 
Au t h or  

Maria  Isabe l Gonzá lez Bravo, Universidad  de  Sa lam anca  (Spa in). 
  
Typ e  o f a ct ivit y 
 
The  exercise  presen ts two re la ted  activitie s tha t m ay be  used  in  e conom ics 
classes, a s we ll a s in  any class where  stude nts ' critica l th inking is  to  be  
encouraged . 
 
Ta rge t  e d u ca t ion a l le ve l 
 
It can  be  addressed  to  la st courses of High  School studen ts and  to  any university 
student. 

 
In fo rm a t ion  e n t ry 
 
SDG_1 sta tes tha t approxim ate ly 10% of the  world 's  popula tion  still lives in  
extrem e  poverty toda y, struggling to  m ee t the  m ost fundam enta l needs. One  of 
the  m easures for de te rm ining e xtrem e  poverty is  to  conside r those  who subsist 
on  le ss than  $1.9 a  day. Ala rm ingly, the  d istribu tion  of poverty leve ls has becom e 
concentra ted  over tim e  in  the  sam e  a reas and  countrie s: Africa  and  pa rts of Asia . 
Living on  le ss than  $1.9 a  day is  not e qua lly sign ificant in  a ll countrie s a s it  
depends on  the  average  incom e leve l in  e ach  country. The  OECD m easures a  
country's  poverty ra te  a s the  proportion  of people  whose  incom e is be low ha lf 
the  m edian  household  incom e of the  popula tion . In  in te rna tiona l sta tistics, 
poverty is  often  m e asured  using the  At Risk of Poverty or Socia l Exclusion  
(AROPE) ra te , which  includes the  popula tion  in  one  of these  situa tions: 

● At risk of poverty (60% of the  m e dian  incom e per consum ption  unit). 
● With  severe  m ate ria l depriva tion  (experiencing depriva tion  in  a t least 4 

concepts from  a  list o f 9) 
● In  house holds withou t em ploym en t, or with  low em ploym e nt in tensity.  

However, poverty is  not fa r away, and  significant ine qua litie s can  be  obse rved  
be tween countrie s tha t we  conside r deve loped , includ ing Europe . 



 

 
 
Sou rce  
 
World Bank's Global Subnational Atlas of Poverty (GSAP) 
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/product/view/ilc_peps01n 
 
Prob le m  s t a t e m e n t  
 
Activity 1: 
 
Visit the  World  Bank's Globa l Subna tiona l Atlas of Poverty (GSAP) to  visua lise  the  
d istribu tion  of poverty a round the  world . What can  you  see  on  the  m ap? What 
m ight be  the  reasons for the  uneven  d istribu tion  of poverty in  the  world? 
 
Activity 2: 
 
Crea te  a  poverty m a p of Europe  using the  AROPE ra te  da ta  from  the  Eurosta t 
website , and  genera te  m aps for 2019 and  2022 and  com m e nt on  the  resu lts . 
 
 
So lu t ion  
 
Activity 1: 
Studen ts will be  ab le  to  visua lise  the  following m ap. They can  a lso access specific 
da ta  for ce rta in  countrie s. 
 

https://pipmaps.worldbank.org/en/data/datatopics/poverty-portal/poverty-geospatial?dataset=PovertyRate2.15-gsap&zoomLevel=2&lat=-15.275304309109837&lng=20.214843750000004
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/product/view/ilc_peps01n
https://pipmaps.worldbank.org/en/data/datatopics/poverty-portal/poverty-geospatial?dataset=PovertyRate2.15-gsap&zoomLevel=2&lat=-15.275304309109837&lng=20.214843750000004
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/data/database


 

 

 
 
 
There  is  a  h igh  concentra tion  of poverty in  Africa  and  a lso in  som e La tin  
Am erican  countrie s. Reasons for th is include  issues such  as  

● Clim ate  and  clim a te  change : Droughts, heavy ra infa ll, and  environm enta l 
degrada tion  a ffect ha rvests and  pa rticu la rly rura l popu la tions tha t 
depend on  food  production . 

● Arm ed conflict: Poverty ra tes a re  h igher in  countrie s e xperie ncing a rm ed 
conflict. 

● Business m ode ls and  the  im pact of globa liza tion : Multina tiona l 
corpora tions use  che ap  labour to  increase  profits . 

● Scarce  resources and lim ited  opportunitie s for econom ic deve lopm en t 
with  a  h igh  depende nce  on  agricu ltura l p roduction , which  is  som etim es 
inadequa te  to  feed  the  popu la tion . 

 
 
Activity 2 
 
Ga in  en try to  the  Eurosta t da tabase  through the  Da ta  naviga tion  tree  a t:>> EU 
policies/Susta inab le  deve lopm e nt ind ica tors/Goa l 1 - No poverty/People  a t risk 
of poverty or socia l e xclusion . 



 

 
The  following m ap shows the  d iffe rences in  poverty leve ls in  Europe  accord ing 
to  the  Eurosta t da tabase  in  2019 and  2022. The  d iffe rence  be tween countrie s is  
a lso sign ificant, with  a  m arked  concentra tion  in  the  south  of Europe , bu t it is  a lso 
notab le  how the  pove rty ra te  has increased  a fte r the  COVID-19 pandem ic.  
Com m ents: (Alte rna tive ly, the  da ta  can  be  downloade d  in  Exce l and  the  m ap can 
be  m ade  using too ls such  as MapChart, Google  Maps or eve n  with  a  la rge  m ura l 
in  class and  everyone  can  collabora te . The  la tte r op tion  is  m ore  visua l for the  
purpose  of awareness ra ising). 
 
Source  of da ta : Eurosta t. Online  da ta  code  sdg_01_10 
h ttps:/ /ec.europa .eu /eurosta t/da tabrowser/product/view/ilc_peps01n 
Figure  1: Map of Europe  2019 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Figure  2: Map of Europe  2022 
 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/databrowser/product/view/ilc_peps01n


 

 

 


