
 

  
Ed u ca t ion  t h a t  t ra n sform s: Cr it ica l a n a lysis  o f in sp ir in g 

e xp e r ie n ce s 
 
 
 Au t h ors  

Sonia  Verdugo Castro , Universidad  de  Sa lam anca  (Spa in).  

Typ e  o f a ct ivit y 
 
Digita l cura tion  of good educa tiona l practices, critica l ana lysis, and  record ing of 
a  re flective  podcast o r video. 
 
Ta rge t  e d u ca t ion a l le ve l 
 
It can  be  addressed  to  the  la st courses of High  School s tude n ts and  to  any 
unive rsity student. 

 
In fo rm a t ion  e n t ry 
 
The  resource  begins with  an  in troduction  to  SDG 4, de lving in to the  princip les of 
inclusive , equitab le , and  transform ative  educa tion . Key concepts covered  
include : 

• Educa tiona l equity 
• In te rcu ltura l e duca tion  
• Em ancipa tory educa tion  
• Studen t pa rticipa tion  
• Service -lea rn ing 

 
Educa tiona l equ ity re fe rs to  the  princip le  tha t a ll ind ividua ls shou ld  have  access 
to  qua lity educa tion , regard less of the ir socia l background, gender, cu lture , 
socio-econom ic sta tus, d isab ility, or any o the r condition . Unlike  equa lity, which  
en ta ils  offe ring the  sam e  to  everyone , equity acknowledges tha t not a ll 
ind ividua ls sta rt from  the  sam e  circum stances. There fore , it requires ad justing 
support, re sources, and  educa tiona l stra tegies to  com pe nsa te  for in itia l 
inequa litie s. Educa tiona l equity e nsures tha t no one  is  le ft beh ind  and  active ly 
works to  rem ove  structura l ba rrie rs tha t h inder lea rn ing and  holistic 



 

  
deve lopm ent for ce rta in  groups. In  th is sense , equitab le  educa tion  is  key to  
build ing fa ire r, m ore  inclusive , and  cohesive  socie tie s. 
 
In te rcu ltura l educa tion  is  a  pedagogica l approach  based  on  recognising cu ltura l 
d ive rsity as an  asse t ra the r than  a  prob lem  to be  m anaged . It is  not just abou t 
coexisting with  people  from  diffe ren t backgrounds bu t about foste ring d ia logue , 
m utua l re spect, and  the  join t construction  of knowledge  across cu ltures. This 
approach  goes beyond sim ply ce lebra ting d ive rsity; it focuses on  d ism antling 
pre judices, com bating racism , and  prom oting a  critica l, inclusive , and  p lura listic 
citizenship . In te rcu ltura l educa tion  seeks to  transform  schools and  othe r 
educa tiona l spaces in to p laces where  a ll voices, knowledge , and  e xperiences a re  
va lued  and  have  a  centra l role , thus con tribu ting to  a  true  de m ocra tisa tion  of 
knowledge . 
 
Em ancipa tory educa tion  a im s to  de ve lop  ind ividua ls ' ab ility to  th ink critica lly, 
question  un just structures, and  take  action  to  transform  the ir rea lity. Insp ired  
by critica l pedagogies such  as those  of Paulo Fre ire , th is approach  does not lim it 
itse lf to  con ten t transm ission  but becom es a  process of awareness and  action . 
It seeks to  em power students by understa nding e duca tion  as a  too l for both  
ind ividua l and  collective  libe ra tion . In  th is fram ework, knowledge  is  not seen  as 
som eth ing im posed  from  above  bu t a s a  d ia logic construction  in  which 
ind ividua ls recognise  them se lves as active  subjects of the ir own lea rn ing and  
agents of socia l change . 
 
Studen t pa rticipa tion  is  a  key e lem en t in  any dem ocra tic educa tiona l approach . 
It m eans tha t students a re  not m ere  passive  recip ien ts of in form ation  but active  
protagonists in  the  educa tiona l process. Pa rticipa tion  can  be  encouraged  in  
va rious ways: th rough decision-m aking about con ten t, m e thodologies, or 
a ssessm ent; by organising activitie s and  projects; or by enga ging in  critica l 
re flection  on  wha t is  be ing lea rned  and  why. A participa tory educa tion  not on ly 
enhances lea rn ing bu t a lso strengthens students’ sense  of be longing, au tonom y, 
and  socia l re sponsib ility. Moreover, it foste rs e ssentia l skills  such  as team work, 
com m unica tion , negotia tion , and  conflict re solu tion . 
 
Se rvice -lea rn ing (SL) is  an  educa tiona l m e thodology tha t com bines academ ic 
lea rn ing with  pe rform ing a  com m unity-based  se rvice . Through SL, studen ts 



 

  
apply acquire d  knowledge  in  rea l-life  conte xts, deve loping com petencies while  
contribu ting to  im proving the ir environm e nt. For instance , a  group of students 
m ay engage  with  curricu la r conten t while  designing an  awareness cam paign  on 
hum an righ ts, supporting a  com m unity project, or collabora ting with  a  socia l 
organisa tion . This m ethodology bridge s theory and  practice , school and  
com m unity, knowledge  and  e th ica l com m itm ent. Se rvice -lea rn ing prom otes 
m ore  m eaningfu l, transform ative  educa tion  orien te d  towards the  com m on 
good. 
 
Teachers m ay accom pany th is in troduction  with  videos, readings, or short 
p resenta tions tha t h ighlight the  nee d  to  re th ink trad itiona l educa tiona l m ode ls. 
 
Sou rce  
 
Guided  au tonom ous resea rch . Students will be  required  to  loca te , se lect, and  
ana lyse  rea l and  innova tive  educa tiona l in itia tives, such  as: 
 

• Com m unity or coopera tive  schools  
• Educa tiona l pro jects led  by NGOs 
• Schools in  conte xts of socia l exclusion  
• Hospita l, rura l, or in te rcu ltura l cla ssroom s 
• Networks such  as Ashoka , UNESCO, Fundación  Bofill, OEI, 

transform ative  Schools, e tc. 
 

Prob le m  s t a t e m e n t  
 
What rea l educa tiona l practices re flect the  princip les of SDG 4? 
What le ssons can  we  draw from  them  as fu ture  educa tion  professiona ls? 
 
So lu t ion  
 

1. Selection  and  critica l ana lysis of a  rea l educa tiona l e xperience , 
h ighlighting its  transform ative  e lem e nts. 
 

2. Deve lopm e nt of an  a na lysis shee t, covering: 
• Conte xt and  ta rge t popula tion  



 

  
• Educa tiona l m e thodology used  
• Inclusion  and  pa rticipa tion  
• Socia l im pact 
• Transfe rab ility pote n tia l 

 
3. Production  of a  short podcast or vide o (3–5 m in) presenting: 
• The  se lected  e xperie nce  
• What insp ired  them  as fu ture  professiona ls 
• How to rep lica te  key e lem ents in  othe r con texts  

 
4. Sharing and  d iscussion  space  (d igita l forum  or in-pe rson  class) to  present 

the  outputs and  deba te  the  e duca tor’s transform ative  role . 


