
 

   
Eq u a lit y in  figu re s : De t e ct in g t h e  ge n d e r  ga p  

 
 
 Au t h ors  

Sonia  Verdugo Castro , Universidad  de  Sa lam anca  (Spa in). 

Typ e  o f a ct ivit y 
 
Digita l storyte lling, m ultim e dia  crea tion , co llective  re flection . 
 
Ta rge t  e d u ca t ion a l le ve l 
 
It can  be  addressed  to  the  la st courses of High  School s tude n ts and  to  any 
unive rsity student. 

 
In fo rm a t ion  e n t ry 
 
The  ODS 10 is  prese nted , with  a  re flection  on  the  va rious  types of inequa lity tha t 
a ffect people , including inequa lity based  on  e thnicity, socia l class, d isab ility, 
sexua l orie n ta tion , te rritory, lega l sta tus, e tc. 
 
Socia l inequa litie s a re  structura l d iffe rences tha t nega tive ly a ffect ce rta in  socia l 
groups' access to  righ ts, re sources, opportunitie s, and  recognition . These  a re  
not na tura l or ind ividua l ine qua litie s, bu t system s of exclusion  tha t a re  
reproduced  over tim e  through politica l, econom ic, cu ltura l, and  institu tiona l 
structures. One  of the  m ost visib le  form s of inequa lity is  tha t base d  on  e thnic or 
racia l origin . This m a nifests when ind ividua ls or groups a re  tre a ted  une qua lly, 
d iscrim ina ted  aga inst, or excluded  because  of the ir e thnic, racia l, or cu ltura l 
be longing. Rom a popula tions, Afro-descendants, ind igenous peop le , or 
racia lised  m igrants often  face  system atic ba rrie rs in  a reas such  as access to  
educa tion , em ploym e nt, hea lthca re , or housing, in  addition  to  suffe ring socia l 
stigm atisa tion  and  in stitu tiona l crim ina lisa tion . These  inequa litie s have  deep  
roots in  structura l racism , h istorica l colonia lism , and  the  e rasure  of the ir 
contribu tions to  socie ty. 
 



 

   
Another structura l form  of inequa lity is  tha t based  on  socia l cla ss or 
socioeconom ic sta tus. This re fe rs to  the  unequa l d is tribu tion  of m a te ria l, 
cu ltura l, and  sym bolic resources across d iffe ren t popula tion  se ctors. Working-
class, im poverished , or a t-risk groups tend  to  have  lim ited  access to  essentia l 
se rvices such  as qua lity educa tion , hea lthca re , le isure , technology, or decent 
housing. These  ine qua litie s a re  not tem pora ry but a re  reproduced  
in te rgenera tiona lly and  strongly condition  life  tra jectories, pe rpe tua ting a  cycle  
of poverty tha t is  d ifficu lt to  break. They a lso deeply a ffect socia l m obility, 
m aking it ha rder for those  born  in  d isadvantaged  contexts to  im prove  the ir living 
conditions. 
 
Disability inequa lity m ust a lso be  m ade  visib le . This does not on ly re fe r to  
ind ividua l lim ita tions but to  the  socia l m ode l of d isab ility, where  the  problem  is 
not with  the  ind ividua l bu t with  an  environm ent tha t is  no t de signed  for a ll 
hum an capacitie s. Architectura l, com m unica tive , technologica l, and  a ttitud ina l 
ba rrie rs prevent m any peop le  with  d isa b ilitie s from  participa ting equa lly in  
socia l, educa tiona l, and  work life . This inequa lity leads to  d iscrim ina tion , school 
segrega tion , unem ploym ent, forced  dependence , lack of au tonom y, and  socia l 
invisib ility, which  fue ls ab le ism  (structura l d iscrim ina tion  aga inst peop le  with  
d isab ilitie s). 
 
Moreover, ine qua litie s based  on  sexua l orien ta tion  and  gender identity dee ply 
a ffect LGBTQ+ peop le . These  ind ividua ls m ay face  d iscrim ina tion , viole nce , 
exclusion , or invisib ility for no t conform ing to  he te ronorm ative  or cisnorm ative  
socia l standards. Hom ophobia , transphob ia , and  b iphobia  occur in  m any a reas 
of da ily life : a t school, a t work, with in  fam ilie s, or in  hea lthca re  se rvices. LGBTQ+ 
individua ls often  face  ba rrie rs to  accessing basic righ ts, h igher risk of school 
abandonm en t or pre ca rious em ploym en t, and  h igher chances  of becom ing 
victim s of viole nce  or ha rassm ent. These  inequa litie s a re  com pounded whe n 
in te rsected  with  othe r axes such  as e thnic origin , socia l cla ss, or te rritory. 
 
Territoria l inequa lity is  anothe r form  of structura l exclusion . Opportunitie s and  
righ ts a re  not equa lly d istribu te d  based  on  p lace  of residence . People  living in  
rura l a reas, m argina lised  ne ighbourhoods, or urban  pe ripherie s tend  to  have  
m ore  lim ited  access to  public se rvices, transport, educa tiona l institu tions, 
hea lthca re , or cu ltu ra l activitie s. This te rritoria l inequa lity is  eviden t, for 



 

   
exam ple , in  the  rura l-urban  gap , school dropout ra tes, or lack of basic 
in frastructure . The  p lace  where  one  lives can  significantly de te rm ine  life  
opportun itie s, reproducing cycles of exclusion  tha t a re  d ifficu lt to  reverse  
without susta ine d  politica l action . 
 
Fina lly, the  lega l or adm inistra tive  sta tus of ind ividua ls can  a lso be  a  source  of 
inequa lity. Migrants with  irregula r lega l sta tus, re fugees, or asylum  seekers 
often  face  viola tions  of the ir basic righ ts . Lack of lega l docum enta tion  can  
prevent access to  hea lthca re , h igher educa tion , em ploym e nt, or even  sa fe  
housing. This form  of inequa lity is  close ly linked  to  restrictive  m igra tion  policies 
and  institu tiona l racism , which  genera te  situa tions of invisib ility, fea r, 
explo ita tion , and  socia l exclusion . 
 
In  sum m ary, a ll these  form s of ine qua lity—based  on  e thn ic origin , socia l cla ss, 
d isab ility, sexua l orien ta tion , te rritory, o r lega l sta tus—do not opera te  in  
isola tion , bu t in te rsect and  overlap , crea ting com plex form s of exclusion  tha t 
m ust be  addressed  from  a  critica l, in te rsectiona l pe rspective  com m itted  to  
socia l justice . The  role  of educa tion  and  socia l in te rvention  p rofessiona ls is 
crucia l in  m aking these  inequa litie s visib le , ra ising awareness, and  constructing 
inclusive  and  transform ative  stra tegies. 
 
This can  be  supporte d  by rea l te stim onies, socia l reports, or experiences close  
to  the  stude nts. 
 
Sou rce  
 
Rea l or fictiona l pe rsona l storie s by studen ts. Students can  crea te  and  share  
rea l or fictiona l pe rsona l storie s a s pa rt of the ir re flection  on  ine qua lity and  
socia l justice . To support the ir work, they can  use  reports and  com plem en ta ry 
m ate ria ls from : 

● Fundación  FOESSA 
● Save  the  Children  
● Cárita s 
● Coordinadora  de  ONGD 
● Short Docum e nta ries or In te ractive  Stories such  as "We Are  All Hum an" 

 



 

   
Prob le m  s t a t e m e n t  
 
How can  we  em pa the tica lly h ighligh t socia l inequa litie s in  our e nvironm e nts? 
What role  does storyte lling p lay in  ra ising a wareness and  driving socia l 
change? 
 
So lu t ion  
 

1. Crea tion  of a  d igita l story based  on  a  rea l or fictiona l expe rience  of 
exclusion  or inequa lity. 

• Possib le  form ats: illu stra ted  writte n  na rra tive , short video, in te ractive  
com ic, na rra tive  presenta tion , in fographic with  te stim on ies. 

• Tools: Canva , Pixton , Powtoon, StoryMap JS, Genia lly, Clipcham p. 
 

2. Publica tion  in  a  collabora tive  d igita l space  (class b log, Padle t, sha red 
Drive ) to  sha re  the  stories and  ope n  spaces for collective  re flection . 
 

3. Closing session  with  critica l d ia logue , where  em otions, lea rn ings a re  
ana lysed , and  ideas  a re  proposed  on  how narra tive  work can  be  
in tegra ted  in to socia l and  educa tiona l in te rventions. 


